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Romine Award and Maxwell Prize Recipients
West Virginia University History Department
2019-2020 Academic Year
Romine Award
Adam Benjamin (World History)
Thomas Miles (U.S. History)
Maxwell Prize
Jovanna Shirky (European History)
Adrienne Thompson (World History)
Kirsten Hylton (US History)
Nicholas Taylor (US History)
John Ransel Romine ’44 Award in History - This endowment supports awards
for two outstanding undergraduate research papers written in history classes at
WVU. One award is given for an outstanding paper in United States History
and the other award for an outstanding paper in European or World History.
Maxwell Prize - This endowment supports prizes for the top history papers from
each section of Hist 484 (Capstone) during an academic year.
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Letter from the Editor
Morgantown, West Virginia
July 15, 2020
It is my great pleasure to present the inaugural volume of the West Vir-
ginia University Historical Review, the university’s only journal dedicated ex-
clusively to undergraduate student research in History. In this volume, we
feature capstone papers honored with the History Department’s Romine Award
and Maxwell Prize.
This journal came together quickly thanks to the help of a number of indi-
viduals. Ian Harmon at WVU Libraries has been invaluable with his guidance
in setting up the digital platform. I would like to thank him for sharing his
expertise and his enthusiasm. I would also like to express my gratitude to the
members of the History Department’s Undergraduate Committee (also listed as
the journal’s Editorial Board), for their thoughtful deliberation over the award-
winning capstone papers and for their support launching the Historical Review.
Finally, I would like to thank and congratulate Professors Elizabeth Fones-Wolf,
William Hal Gorby, Mark Tauger, and Matthew Vester, who mentored the stu-
dents whose work is featured in this volume of the journal.
Every year, the Undergraduate Committee’s most rewarding task is to de-
termine the recipients of the History Department’s student awards. Two awards
recognize excellence in student research and writing – the Romine Award and
the Maxwell Prize. Collectively, these two honors recognize the strongest un-
dergraduate research produced during the academic year. This year’s award-
winning capstone papers do not disappoint. They engage with topics that span
continents and centuries, from sixteenth-century Europe to twenty-first-century
Bangladesh, speaking to the diverse interests of our majors and their dedication
to the historian’s craft. On behalf of the Undergraduate Committee and the
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